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Main research goals were to examine the horizontal and vertical temporal distribution of bulk V= Ty ;;4: size
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O, R
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The food web structure in the upwelling system will be enlightened by using biochemical determination

methods; stable carbon isotopes were used to identify different sources of food and stable
nitrogen isotopes helped to identify the role of special groups like gelatinous organisms,
chaetognaths, pteropods and crustaceans in the food web.
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In cooperation with other GENUS SPs, ecological and biogeochemical processes will be measure of the trophic

synthesized and carbon as well as nitrogen budgets will be assessed. > f' level and the source
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In GENUS Il the influence of special oceanographic features like upwelling filaments, fronts,
boundary zones on the micro- and mesozooplankton will be investigated in addition to y g |
distribution patterns of the benthic and benthopelagic fauna. | E Mg S T~
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Zooplankton biomass in the upper 200 m off Namibia Study of an upwelling filament

A synoptic inventory between 2008 and 2011 revealed a high mesozooplankton biomass during
southern summer (December 2009 and February 2011) on the Walvis Bay and Rocky Point
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transects at the shelf stations. Offshore biomass values were constant over the years and
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Abundance and trophic position of gelatinous

and half-gelatinous organisms |
. Stable nitrogen (61°N) and

stable carbon (613C) isotopic signatures

Zooplankton size classes Gelatinous and half gelatinous organisms
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Stable isotope analyses of zooplankton size classes revealed

strong mean variations with highest 6 **N in organisms > 5mm from
mesopelagic depths (left). Chaethognats as well as Medusae were
identified as predators with 6 1°N of 8 -11 (%), while 8*°N values in

M.Sc. Sarina Jung filter feeders like salps and pteropods were low (right).
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